
Both Keith and Ian have other 
professional activities, but hunting 
is indeed their true passion. And of 
course, it’s a plus that local farmers and 
tourists benefit from fox hunting. Foxes 
are known to regularly kill farm poultry 
and lambs indiscriminately. Pest control 
and fox population management are 
therefore a sad necessity; otherwise 
the fox population would become a 
serious problem. In 2015, Keith and 
Ian were able to shoot 127 foxes. Also 
deer hunting, which both Weymouth 
hunters do less often, is a matter of 
culling the deer population in order 
to keep the numbers at manageable 
levels.

A night of fox hunting 
In February 2016, Jason Mann, FLIR 
distribution manager for personal 
vision systems, made a trip to 

Weymouth Dorset, together with 
Keith and Ian, for a night of fox 
hunting. Foxes cause huge problems 
to livestock in the area and are also 
a big nuisance to local camping sites. 
The outing was arranged in order to 
control foxes at a 400-acres site on 
the outskirts of Weymouth. 

At the start of the hunting tour, 
Ian explains: “In order to carry 
out humane fox control, correct 
identification, location and dispatch is 
essential. The old method of lamping 
foxes still has its place, but thermal 
imaging has really revolutionized 
things,” says Keith. “Thermal cameras 
from FLIR Systems make animals 
show up in the image very clearly and 
brightly. This makes locating animals 
much easier than using standard night 
vision scopes.”

The overpopulation of foxes and deer in the county of Dorset (United Kingdom) 
is considered to be a real plague for the region. Hobby hunters Keith and Ian 
can therefore often be found out hunting for fox and deer around the city of 
Weymouth, Dorset, UK. Although they consider it as a hobby and a service to 
the local community, they like to make use of professional hunting equipment, 
like FLIR’s Scout II 640 handheld thermal imaging camera.

THERMAL IMAGING HELPS CONTROL FOX POPULATION 
Fox hunters use FLIR LS-64 and FLIR Scout II 640 handheld thermal imaging 
cameras to spot foxes and deer at night.
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APPLICATION STORY

The compact FLIR Scout II provides clear, crisp thermal 
imagery from dawn to dusk and through the dead of night.

Keith and Ian usually go out hunting one or two nights per 
week, sometimes more, and they never do this without 
taking their FLIR thermal imager with them.



FLIR Scout II handheld camera
Keith and Ian might be hobby hunters; 
they nevertheless take their hobby 
seriously. They therefore love to use 
handheld thermal imaging cameras to 
see at night. They originally purchased 
the FLIR LS-64, based on the three-
year warranty, the IP64 rating, the 
excellent drop test rating, five-hour 
battery life, fantastic ergonomic 
handling and fast start up. In addition, 
the LS-64 has auto-calibration, 10-
year warranty on the microbolometer 
and, above all, a 640x512 resolution. 
Later, they upgraded to the FLIR 
Scout II handheld camera, which has 
comparable, impressive specifications, 
but at a more affordable price. 

For Keith and Ian, the FLIR Scout II is 
especially interesting for use during 
the permitted twilight hunting hour, 
when the light level is low and when 
many crepuscular animals can be 
found, i.e. animals that are primarily 
active during twilight. They use it for 
tracking game, recovering downed 
animals, and staying aware of their 
surroundings after darkness falls. 

Once within shooting range, Keith and 
Ian switch to a rifle mounted night 
vision scope for the shot, and
then back to the thermal imaging 
camera to locate the downed animal. 
Sometimes, the wounded fox or deer 
keeps moving from where it has 
been shot. The FLIR thermal imaging 
camera then allows them to see the 
blood trail and locate the animal easily.

“We never really considered another 
brand than FLIR,” says Keith. “FLIR has 
a strong reputation as the place to go 
for thermal imaging equipment. And 
our experience with these cameras 

For more information about thermal imaging  
cameras or about this application, please visit: 

www.flir.eu/scout
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APPLICATION STORY

Thermal cameras are especially interesting during twilight, 
when the light level is low and when many crepuscular 
animals can be found. 

 Keith: “We compared the FLIR handheld cameras 
with the competition, but the FLIR image quality is 
significantly better.”

Keith: “Our FLIR camera has become invaluable and one 
of our most useful fox shooting tools.”

actually matched our expectations.”

Hunting at night with a thermal 
imager
Keith and Ian usually go out hunting 
one or two nights per week, 
sometimes more, and they never do 
this without taking their FLIR thermal 
imager with them. They already have 
a plan of where they’ll be searching 
for the fox, based on reports from 
the farmer, and they scout the area in 
daylight so they know the area better 
for night time navigation.

“On our fox hunting night with Jason in 
February, we had a quick scan with the 
FLIR Scout II on arrival at our hunting 
spot, and the camera instantly picked 
up the signature of a fox in one of the 
camping fields,” says Keith. “It would 
not have been spotted with my old 
optical digital spotter or with my state-
of-the-art digital night vision weapon 
equipment. The heat signature was 
however clearly visible in the thermal 
image.”

Usually, the first pieces of kit that 
come out are the FLIR camera and 
fox caller. They set up the electronic 
fox caller around 50m away, set it off, 
and wait with the thermal camera to 
spot any foxes that turn up. On a good 
night, they are able to see and shoot 
many foxes, but other animals show 
up clearly in the thermal image as 
well: deer, rabbits, badgers …

And although not every night is a 
success in terms of catch, the FLIR 
thermal imagers are a true asset. “We 
compared the FLIR handheld cameras 

with the competition, but the FLIR 
image quality is significantly better,” 
says Keith. “Add to this the great build, 
that fact that the camera fits perfectly 
into your pocket, the camera’s five-hour 
battery life and the quick focus, and 
you have an excellent thermal imaging 
product to help you shoot fox and deer.”

“To sum it all up, I think our FLIR 
camera has become invaluable and one 
of our most useful fox shooting tools, 
alongside the rifle, caller, and night 
vision rifle scope.”


